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A Stafford County Middle School has come under fire for isolating a transgender girl during active
shooter training last week. According to a Facebook post by Equality Stafford on October 3,
the incident occurred during a lock down drill.

“One student was prevented from entering either the boys or girls locker room while the
teachers discussed where she should go. The student was forced to watch the adults
charged with her care, debate the safest place (for the other students) to have her shelter,” it
read.

The post goes on to say that she was made to sit in the gym with a teacher until the drill was
over, while “away from her peers and identified as different.”

The post also poses a larger issue: “After some additional debate, she was made to sit in the locker
room hallway, by the door away from her peers. This happened because the child, in addition to
being a model student, also happens to be transgender.”
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" Equality Stafford -
% October 3 at 9:20 PM - ¥
Equality Stafford Community,

This past week, an incident occurred during a middle school lock down
drill in Stafford County. When the drill began, a particular class of
children took shelter in the bathroom/locker room nearest them as they
were in PE. One student was prevented from entering either the boys or
girls locker room while the teachers discussed where she should go.
The student was forced to watch the adults charged with her care,
debate the safest place (for the other students) to have her shelter.
During this debate, she was instructed to sit in the gym with a teacher
until the drill was complete, away from her peers and identified as
different. After some additional debate, she was made to sit in the
locker room hall way, by the door away from her peers. This happened
because the child, in addition to being a model student, also happens to
be transgender.

Let me be clear. During an event that prepares children to survive an
attack by actual assailants, she was treated as if she was so much of a
danger to peers that she was left exposed and vulnerable. These events
occur across our country right now but this one happened here.

We need you. We need all of you to come out on October 9th at 6:30
pm to the Stafford County School Board Meeting at 31 Stafford Avenue.
We need you to come and lend your voice to the growing cry. This is
unacceptable, this cannot happen to one more child. Not one more in
this county. Not ever again.

Please bring yourselves, your friends, your colleagues and your voice to
this school board meeting. We need you.

**ETA: It is important to highlight that the child's PE teachers are not
the bad guys. They are teachers without guidance in a county without
guidance for these issues. They were following that they were told to
do.

Equality Stafford was also clear about how the drill was conducted, and where the school believes
the major risk during an active shooter scenario would be.

“Let me be clear. During an event that prepares children to survive an attack by actual assailants,
she was treated as if she was so much of a danger to peers that she was left exposed and
vulnerable,” they said.

In a later post, the LGBTQ group pointed out that the teachers who led the lock down drills are not

the “bad guys” and that they are teachers without “guidance,” scared of potential “retribution” from

parents and the administration.

“These teachers need education and support, and we need you to accomplish that,” the post went

on to say.
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Indeed, Virginia schools have grappled with trans issues for the past few years: trans teen Gavin
Grimm sued the Gloucester County School Eoarg (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/22/us/gavin-

Mentsrimm-transgender-bathrooms.html) to use the boys' bathroom in a case that went all the way to
the Supreme Court. Grimm won his case in May of this year, but not without a three-year struggle,
which included the school board contesting the ruling.

At a school board meeting last night, Superintendent Scott Kizner said he personally apologized to
the teen and called for a change in the school’s policy. According to Fredericksburg.com
(https://www.fredericksburg.com/news/local/stafford/stafford-superintendent-apologizes-to-
transgender-student-amid-national-outcry/article 8d0f967a-2092-57¢0-9328-33a68a084c15.html),
Kizner was quoted during the meeting:

“We did not live up to my unwavering expectation that every child and adult — regardless of race,
religion, color, disability, gender and sexual orientation — is treated with respect and dignity, and for
that | apologize to the student, the family and the Stafford community.”

Kizner was asked whether he thinks the trans student should have been allowed to shelter-in-place
in the girl's locker room during a potential incident. He replied by saying that students should head
to the most secure location regardless of their gender.

RVA Staff

f 0O

https://rvamag.com/news/stafford-country-school-board-responds-to-transgender-student-signaled-out-during-active-shooter-drill.html 4/8


https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/22/us/gavin-grimm-transgender-bathrooms.html
https://www.fredericksburg.com/news/local/stafford/stafford-superintendent-apologizes-to-transgender-student-amid-national-outcry/article_8d0f967a-2092-57c0-9328-33a68a084c15.html
http://www.rvamag.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RVAMAG/?pnref=lhc
https://twitter.com/RVAmag
https://www.instagram.com/rvamag/?hl=en
mailto:hello@rvamag.com
https://rvamag.com/

7/14/22, 1:14 PM Stafford Country School Board Responds to Transgender Student Singled Out During Active Shooter Drill - RVA Mag

RVA culture rag since 2005. #RVA

Menurop posts by RVA Staff

1 Why Vote No On RVA Casino? Here are a few local opinions.

2 Mother India Art Show Returns to Gallery 5

3 Cow-Punk And Donuts: The Return of Bass Thumb

4 Bans Off Our Bodies: Fighting To Protect Reproductive Rights In America

ADVERTISEMENT

0 Comments Sort by = Oldest

AEORTION
BA
Qnamf Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

ADVERTISEMENT

MORE FROM RVA

MUSIC

PEEL YOUR EYES BACK, PEOPLE: THIS IS
CANNIBAL CORPSE

By Ryan Kent

https://rvamag.com/news/stafford-country-school-board-responds-to-transgender-student-signaled-out-during-active-shooter-drill.html 5/8


http://www.rvamag.com/
https://rvamag.com/news/why-vote-no-on-rva-casino.html
https://rvamag.com/art/mother-india-art-show-returns-to-gallery-5.html
https://rvamag.com/music/cow-punk-and-donuts-the-return-of-bass-thumb.html
https://rvamag.com/politics/bans-off-our-bodies-fighting-to-protect-reproductive-rights-in-america.html
https://rvamag.com/music/hip-hop-battle-rap-and-surviving-covid-talking-rap-elite-2022-with-radio-b.html
https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/bekah.saxon
https://rvamag.com/music/peel-your-eyes-back-people-this-is-cannibal-corpse.html
https://rvamag.com/author/ryan-kent
https://rvamag.com/

7/14/22, 1:14 PM Stafford Country School Board Responds to Transgender Student Singled Out During Active Shooter Drill - RVA Mag

Menu

MUSsSIC

KING KAlJU: RICHMOND'S KING OF THE HIP HOP
MONSTERS

By Zach Bazemore

MUSIC

RVA SHOWS YOU MUST SEE THIS WEEK: JUNE 29
-JULY 5

By Marilyn Drew Necci

COMMUNITY

SUMMERTIME REFLECTIONS ON THE ISLE

https://rvamag.com/news/stafford-country-school-board-responds-to-transgender-student-signaled-out-during-active-shooter-drill.html 6/8


https://rvamag.com/music/king-kaiju-richmonds-king-of-the-hip-hop-monsters.html
https://rvamag.com/author/zach-bazemore
https://rvamag.com/music/rva-shows-you-must-see-this-week-june-29-july-5.html
https://rvamag.com/author/necci
https://rvamag.com/news/summertime-reflections-on-the-isle.html
https://rvamag.com/

7/14/22, 1:14 PM Stafford Country School Board Responds to Transgender Student Singled Out During Active Shooter Drill - RVA Mag

By Marilyn Drew Necci

Menu

PODCASTS

THE HUSTLE SEASON PODCAST: EP. 241 SLATHER
WAVE

By Kelli Strawbridge

COMMUNITY

BEST BUDS DAY

By S. Preston Duncan

Copyright © 2022 - RVA Magazine on Genesis Framework - WordPress - Log in

https://rvamag.com/news/stafford-country-school-board-responds-to-transgender-student-signaled-out-during-active-shooter-drill.html 7/8


https://bonesforgenesis.com/
https://www.studiopress.com/
https://wordpress.org/
https://rvamag.com/log-in
https://rvamag.com/news/summertime-reflections-on-the-isle.html
https://rvamag.com/author/necci
https://rvamag.com/news/podcasts/the-hustle-season-podcast-ep-241-slather-wave.html
https://rvamag.com/author/kelli-strawbridge
https://rvamag.com/news/community/best-buds-day.html
https://rvamag.com/author/s-preston-duncan
https://rvamag.com/

7/14/22, 1:14 PM Stafford Country School Board Responds to Transgender Student Singled Out During Active Shooter Drill - RVA Mag

Menu

https://rvamag.com/news/stafford-country-school-board-responds-to-transgender-student-signaled-out-during-active-shooter-drill.html 8/8


https://rvamag.com/

